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614 “As Surely as I Live,” God Said
1 “As surely as I live,” God said, “I would not see the sinner dead.
I want him turned from error’s ways, Repentant, living endless days.”
2 And so our Lord gave this command: “Go forth and preach in ev’ry land;
Bestow on all My pard’ning grace Who will repent and mend their ways.
3 “All those whose sins you thus remit I truly pardon and acquit,
And those whose sins you will retain Condemned and guilty shall remain.
4 “What you will bind, that bound shall be; What you will loose, that shall
be free; To My dear Church the keys are giv’n To open, close the gates of
heav’n.”
5 The words which absolution give Are His who died that we might live;
The minister whom Christ has sent Is but His humble instrument.
6 When ministers lay on their hands, Absolved by Christ the sinner stands;
He who by grace the Word believes The purchase of His blood receives.
7 All praise to You, O Christ, shall be For absolution full and free, In which
You show Your richest grace; From false indulgence guard our race.
D 8 Praise God the Father and the Son And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
As was, is now, and so shall be World without end, eternally!
Text: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P O almighty God, merciful Father, C I, a poor, miserable sinner,
confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have
ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a
poor, sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Introit
If Thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities:
O Lord, who shall stand?
But there is forgiveness with Thee:
that Thou mayest be feared, O God of Israel.
Out of the depths have I cried unto Thee, O Lord:
Lord, hear my voice.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.
If Thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities:
O Lord, who shall stand?
But there is forgiveness with Thee:
that Thou mayest be feared, O God of Israel.
Kyrie
C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
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Gloria in Excelsis
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P Glory be to God on high: C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee,
we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. O Lord God, heav’nly
King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son,
Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that
takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that
sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O
Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the
Father. Amen.
Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.

C And with thy spirit.

P Let us pray: O God, our Refuge and Strength, who art the Author of all
godliness : be ready, we beseech Thee, to hear the devout prayers of Thy
Church, and grant that those things which we ask faithfully we may obtain
effectually; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth
with Thee and the Holy Ghost : ever one God, world without end. C Amen.
Old Testament Reading

Micah 6:6–8

“With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on
high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old
7
Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of
rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my
body for the sin of my soul?” 8He has told you, O man, what is good; and what
does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God?
6

P This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Epistle
Philippians 1:3–11
3
4
I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of
mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5because of your partnership in

the gospel from the first day until now. 6And I am sure of this, that he who
began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus
Christ. 7It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in
my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is
my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9And it
is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and
all discernment, 10so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure
and blameless for the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness
that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
Alleluia
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

C Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel
Matthew 18:21–35
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin
against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him,
“I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven. 23“Therefore the
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who
owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master
ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and
payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him,
the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when
that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed
him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay
what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in
prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had
taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to
their master all that had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and
said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you
pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had mercy on your fellow
21

servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him to
the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will
do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no
end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world
to come. Amen.

611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be
1 Chief of sinners though I be,
Jesus shed His blood for me,
Died that I might live on high,
Lives that I might never die.

As the branch is to the vine,
I am His, and He is mine.
2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love,
Higher than the heav’ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea,
Lasting as eternity!
Love that found me—wondrous thought!
Found me when I sought Him not.
3 Only Jesus can impart
Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n,
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,
Faith and hope to walk with God
In the way that Enoch trod.
4 Chief of sinners though I be,
Christ is all in all to me;
All my wants to Him are known,
All my sorrows are His own.
He sustains the hidden life
Safe with Him from earthly strife.
5 O my Savior, help afford
By Your Spirit and Your Word!
When my wayward heart would stray,
Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply
While I live and when I die.
Text: Public domain
Sermon

Offertory
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C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not

Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy
salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.
[ Offering ]
Prayer of the Church
Preface
P The Lord be with you.
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C And with thy spirit.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them up unto the Lord.

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
C It is meet and right so to do.
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

Sanctus
LSB 195
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are
full of Thy glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Lord’s Prayer
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us T from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
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P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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C Amen.

Agnus Dei
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C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ,
Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant
us Thy peace. Amen.

Distribution
596 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized
1 All Christians who have been baptized, Who know the God of heaven,
And in whose daily life is prized The name of Christ once given:
Consider now what God has done, The gifts He gives to ev’ryone
Baptized into Christ Jesus!
2 You were before your day of birth, Indeed, from your conception,
Condemned and lost with all the earth, None good, without exception.
For like your parents’ flesh and blood, Turned inward from the highest
good, You constantly denied Him.

3 But all of that was washed away— Immersed and drowned forever.
The water of your Baptism day Restored again whatever
Old Adam and his sin destroyed And all our sinful selves employed
According to our nature.
4 In Baptism we now put on Christ— Our shame is fully covered
With all that He once sacrificed And freely for us suffered.
For here the flood of His own blood Now makes us holy, right, and good
Before our heav’nly Father.
5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift And give God thanks forever!
It gives the power to uplift In all that you endeavor.
When nothing else revives your soul, Your Baptism stands and makes you
whole
And then in death completes you.
6 So use it well! You are made new— In Christ a new creation!
As faithful Christians, live and do Within your own vocation,
Until that day when you possess His glorious robe of righteousness
Bestowed on you forever!
Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001788

621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, For with blessing in His hand
Christ our God to earth descending Comes our homage to demand.
2 King of kings yet born of Mary, As of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture, In the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faithful His own self for heav’nly food.
3 Rank on rank the host of heaven Spreads its vanguard on the way
As the Light of Light, descending From the realms of endless day,
Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish As the darkness clears away.
4 At His feet the six-winged seraph, Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence As with ceaseless voice they cry:
“Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!”
Text: Public domain

845 Where Charity and Love Prevail
1 Where charity and love prevail There God is ever found;
Brought here together by Christ’s love By love are we thus bound.
2 With grateful joy and holy fear His charity we learn;
Let us with heart and mind and soul Now love Him in return.
3 Forgive we now each other’s faults As we our faults confess,
And let us love each other well In Christian holiness.
4 Let strife among us be unknown; Let all contention cease;
Be God’s the glory that we seek; Be ours His holy peace.
5 Let us recall that in our midst Dwells Christ, His only Son;
As members of His body joined We are in Him made one.
6 For love excludes no race or clan That names the Savior’s name;
His family embraces all Whose Father is the same.
Text: © 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001788

676 Behold a Host, Arrayed in White
1 Behold a host, arrayed in white, Like thousand snow-clad mountains
bright! With palms they stand; Who is this band Before the throne of
light? These are the saints of glorious fame, Who from the great affliction
came And in the flood Of Jesus’ blood Are cleansed from guilt and shame.
They now serve God both day and night; They sing their songs in endless
light. Their anthems ring As they all sing With angels shining bright.
2 Despised and scorned, they sojourned here; But now, how glorious they
appear! Those martyrs stand, A priestly band, God’s throne forever near.
On earth they wept through bitter years; Now God has wiped away their
tears, Transformed their strife To heav’nly life, And freed them from their
fears. They now enjoy the Sabbath rest, The heav’nly banquet of the blest;
The Lamb, their Lord, At festive board Himself is host and guest.

3 O blessèd saints in bright array Now safely home in endless day, Extol the
Lord, Who with His Word Sustained you on the way. The steep and
narrow path you trod You toiled and sowed the Word abroad; Rejoice and
bring Your fruits and sing Before the throne of God. The myriad angels
raise their song; O saints, sing with that happy throng! Lift up one voice;
Let heav’n rejoice In our Redeemer’s song!
Text: Public domain

Nunc Dimittis
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C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according
to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which
Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to
lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory
be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without
end. Amen.
Thanksgiving
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P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C and His mercy endureth forever.
P Let us pray: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of
Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen.

P The Lord be with you.

C And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus
P Bless we the Lord.
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C Thanks be to God.

Benediction
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P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon
you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon
you and T give you peace.
C Amen, amen, amen.

774 Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy
1 Feed Thy children, God most holy;
Comfort sinners poor and lowly.
O Thou Bread of Life from heaven,
Bless the food Thou here hast given!
As these gifts the body nourish,
May our souls in graces flourish
Till with saints in heav’nly splendor
At Thy feast due thanks we render.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001788
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TRINITY XXII
The Lord Forgives the Unforgivable – “To love mercy, and to walk humbly
with your God” (Micah 6:8) is what the Lord says is good. This is a
description of faith in Christ – to know Jesus Christ is to love mercy and to
walk humbly with your God is to trust in Jesus by confessing one's sin and
clinging to His forgiveness. Paul speaks about this “fellowship in the Gospel”
(Philippians 1:5) with the Philippians and it is characterized by the life of
mercy and unconditional love toward brothers and sisters within the
household of faith that covers their sin with forgiveness that is freely given.
The parable of the Unjust Servant teaches us that in His death, Jesus has
forgiven us a debt that we could not pay. This parable teaches the baptized
that forgiveness for those who trespass against us flows from faith in Christ's
undeserved forgiveness, and that the refusal to forgive those who trespass
against us is a denial of faith in Christ and a rejection of His forgiveness.

God’s forgiveness is boundless, and our need of His forgiveness is just as
unlimited. He who believes has an unending portion in this forgiveness. Over
our whole life there is written: He has forgiven us all our iniquities. It might
seem as though this were a cheap and comfortable way to salvation. For God
it was no cheap pathway. Its cost was to sacrifice His own Son. For us it is
without cost, inasmuch as we receive it without any merit on our part. But it
is not cheap in the sense that it does not bind us to anything. God does not
make the condition that we must first change our lives before he will forgive.
But something decisive happens which means that our lives will be changed
if we come to faith.
– Bo Giertz

