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768 To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray
1 To God the Holy Spirit let us pray
For the true faith needed on our way
That He may defend us when life is ending
And from exile home we are wending.
Lord, have mercy!
2 O sweetest Love, Your grace on us bestow;
Set our hearts with sacred fire aglow
That with hearts united we love each other,
Ev’ry stranger, sister, and brother.
Lord, have mercy!
3 Transcendent Comfort in our ev’ry need,
Help us neither scorn nor death to heed
That we may not falter nor courage fail us
When the foe shall taunt and assail us.
Lord, have mercy!
4 Shine in our hearts, O Spirit, precious light;
Teach us Jesus Christ to know aright
That we may abide in the Lord who bought us,
Till to our true home He has brought us.
Lord, have mercy!
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001788

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P O almighty God, merciful Father, C I, a poor, miserable sinner,
confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have
ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a
poor, sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Introit
We have thought of Thy loving-kindness, O God:
in the midst of Thy temple.
According to Thy name, O God, so is Thy praise unto the ends of the earth:
Thy right hand is full of righteousness.
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised:
in the city of our God, in the mountain of His holiness.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.
We have thought of Thy loving-kindness, O God:
in the midst of Thy temple.
According to Thy name, O God, so is Thy praise unto the ends of the earth:
Thy right hand is full of righteousness.
Kyrie
C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
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Gloria in Excelsis
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P Glory be to God on high: C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee,

we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. O Lord God, heav’nly
King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son,
Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that
takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that
sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O
Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the
Father. Amen.
Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.

C And with thy spirit.

P Let us pray: O God, whose never-failing providence ordereth all things
both in heaven and on earth : we humbly beseech Thee to put away from us
all hurtful things, and to give us those things which be profitable for us;
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee
and the Holy Ghost : ever one God, world without end. C Amen.
Old Testament Reading
Jeremiah 23:16–29
16
Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who
prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own
minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. 17They say continually to those who
despise the word of the LORD, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone who
stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall come upon
you.’” 18For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD to see and
to hear his word, or who has paid attention to his word and listened?
19
Behold, the storm of the LORD! Wrath has gone forth, a whirling tempest; it
will burst upon the head of the wicked. 20The anger of the LORD will not turn
back until he has executed and accomplished the intents of his heart. In the
latter days you will understand it clearly. 21“I did not send the prophets, yet
they ran; I did not speak to them, yet they prophesied. 22But if they had stood
in my council, then they would have proclaimed my words to my people, and
they would have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil of their
deeds. 23“Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God afar off?
24
Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares
the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the LORD. 25I have heard
what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have
dreamed, I have dreamed!’ 26How long shall there be lies in the heart of the

prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart,
27
who think to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell
one another, even as their fathers forgot my name for Baal? 28Let the prophet
who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word speak my word
faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? declares the LORD. 29Is not
my word like fire, declares the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks the rock
in pieces?”
P This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Epistle
Romans 8:12–17
12
So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh. 13For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by
the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears witness
with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in
order that we may also be glorified with him.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
Alleluia
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

C Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel
Matthew 7:15–23
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventh chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing
but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16You will recognize them by their fruits.
Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17So, every
healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18A
healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit.
19
Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
fire. 20Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 21“Not everyone who says
to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does
15

the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22On that day many will say to me,
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your
name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23And then will I declare to
them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no
end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world
to come. Amen.

745 In God, My Faithful God
1 In God, my faithful God, I trust when dark my road;
Great woes may overtake me, Yet He will not forsake me.
My troubles He can alter; His hand lets nothing falter.
2 My sins fill me with care, Yet I will not despair.
I build on Christ, who loves me; From this rock nothing moves me.
To Him I will surrender, To Him, my soul’s defender.
3 If death my portion be, It brings great gain to me;
It speeds my life’s endeavor To live with Christ forever.
He gives me joy in sorrow, Come death now or tomorrow.
4 O Jesus Christ, my Lord, So meek in deed and word,
You suffered death to save us Because Your love would have us
Be heirs of heav’nly gladness When ends this life of sadness.
5 “So be it,” then, I say With all my heart each day.
Dear Lord, we all adore You, We sing for joy before You.
Guide us while here we wander Until we praise You yonder.
Text: Public domain

Sermon

Offertory
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C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not
Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy
salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.
[ Offering ]
Prayer of the Church
Preface
P The Lord be with you.
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C And with thy spirit.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them up unto the Lord.

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
C It is meet and right so to do.
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

Sanctus
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C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are
full of Thy glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Lord’s Prayer
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us T from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
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P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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C Amen.

Agnus Dei
LSB 198
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ,
Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant
us Thy peace. Amen.
Distribution
586 Preach You the Word
1 Preach you the Word and plant it home
To men who like or like it not,
The Word that shall endure and stand
When flow’rs and men shall be forgot.
2 We know how hard, O Lord, the task
Your servant bade us undertake:
To preach Your Word and never ask
What prideful profit it may make.
3 The sower sows; his reckless love
Scatters abroad the goodly seed,
Intent alone that all may have
The wholesome loaves that all men need.
4 Though some be snatched and some be scorched
And some be choked and matted flat,
The sower sows; his heart cries out,
“Oh, what of that, and what of that?”
5 Of all his scattered plenteousness
One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat,
And bears a harvest hundredfold:
“Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!”

6 Preach you the Word and plant it home
And never faint; the Harvest Lord
Who gave the sower seed to sow
Will watch and tend His planted Word.
Text: © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001788

614 “As Surely as I Live,” God Said
1 “As surely as I live,” God said,
“I would not see the sinner dead.
I want him turned from error’s ways,
Repentant, living endless days.”
2 And so our Lord gave this command:
“Go forth and preach in ev’ry land;
Bestow on all My pard’ning grace
Who will repent and mend their ways.
3 “All those whose sins you thus remit
I truly pardon and acquit,
And those whose sins you will retain
Condemned and guilty shall remain.
4 “What you will bind, that bound shall be;
What you will loose, that shall be free;
To My dear Church the keys are giv’n
To open, close the gates of heav’n.”
5 The words which absolution give
Are His who died that we might live;
The minister whom Christ has sent
Is but His humble instrument.
6 When ministers lay on their hands,
Absolved by Christ the sinner stands;
He who by grace the Word believes
The purchase of His blood receives.
7 All praise to You, O Christ, shall be
For absolution full and free,

In which You show Your richest grace;
From false indulgence guard our race.
D 8 Praise God the Father and the Son
And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
As was, is now, and so shall be
World without end, eternally!
Text: Public domain

647 Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head
1 Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s head,
You are her one foundation;
In You she trusts, before You bows,
And waits for Your salvation.
Built on this rock secure,
Your Church shall endure
Though all the world decay
And all things pass away.
O hear, O hear us, Jesus!
2 O Lord, let this Your little flock,
Your name alone confessing,
Continue in Your loving care,
True unity possessing.
Your sacraments, O Lord,
And Your saving Word
To us, Lord, pure retain.
Grant that they may remain
Our only strength and comfort.
3 Help us to serve You evermore
With hearts both pure and lowly;
And may Your Word, that light divine,
Shine on in splendor holy
That we repentance show,
In faith ever grow;
The pow’r of sin destroy
And evils that annoy.
O make us faithful Christians.

4 And for Your Gospel let us dare
To sacrifice all treasure;
Teach us to bear Your blessèd cross,
To find in You all pleasure.
O grant us steadfastness
In joy and distress,
Lest we, Lord, You forsake.
Let us by grace partake
Of endless joy and gladness.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001788

919 Abide, O Dearest Jesus
1 Abide, O dearest Jesus,
Among us with Your grace
That Satan may not harm us
Nor we to sin give place.
2 Abide, O dear Redeemer,
Among us with Your Word,
And thus now and hereafter
True peace and joy afford.
3 Abide with heav’nly brightness
Among us, precious Light;
Your truth direct and keep us
From error’s gloomy night.
4 Abide with richest blessings
Among us, bounteous Lord;
Let us in grace and wisdom
Grow daily through Your Word.
5 Abide with Your protection
Among us, Lord, our strength,
Lest world and Satan fell us
And overcome at length.

6 Abide, O faithful Savior,
Among us with Your love;
Grant steadfastness and help us
To reach our home above.
Text: Public domain

Nunc Dimittis
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C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according
to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which
Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to
lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory
be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without
end. Amen.
Thanksgiving
LSB 200
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C and His mercy endureth forever.
P Let us pray: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of
Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen.
P The Lord be with you.

C And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus
P Bless we the Lord.
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C Thanks be to God.

Benediction
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P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon
you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon
you and T give you peace.
C Amen, amen, amen.

577 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast
1 Almighty God, Your Word is cast
Like seed into the ground;
Now let the dew of heav’n descend
And righteous fruits abound.
2 Let not the sly satanic foe
This holy seed remove,
But give it root in ev’ry heart
To bring forth fruits of love.
3 Let not the world’s deceitful cares
The rising plant destroy,
But let it yield a hundredfold
The fruits of peace and joy.
4 So when the precious seed is sown,
Life-giving grace bestow
That all whose souls the truth receive
Its saving pow’r may know.
Text: Public domain
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TRINITY VIII
Beware of False Prophets – “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in
sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves” (Matthew 7:15). Deceit
has its strength in masquerading as the truth. False prophets speak a vision
of their own heart, not from the mouth of the Lord (Jeremiah 23:16–29).
They deny the judgment of the Lord, speaking peace to the unrepentant,
when in truth there is condemnation and wrath. “You will recognize them by
their fruits” (Matthew 7:20). The “fruits” of a true prophet are not outward
righteousness or success but faithfulness in proclaiming the Word of the
Lord. This is the will of the Father in heaven, that pastors take heed to the
flock, the Father's adopted ones (Romans 8:12–17), warning them against the
wolves and their lies, and shepherding the Church of God which He
purchased with His own blood (Acts 20:27–38). For indeed, the cross is that
good tree bearing good fruit – namely, the body and blood of Christ, given and
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.

God’s Word should be our shield and protection. If we keep this in mind and
act accordingly, the devil cannot lead us astray. But if we forsake God’s
Word, then the devil has already beaten us. But God will not give us any
other word than what He has already given us through the prophets, His
Son, and His apostles. This is the Word He reveals to us even today. If we
diligently hear and learn this Word, we can deflect the devil’s false word, and
he will have to yield. But if we do not want to hear or learn God’s Word, then
the devil has already won the victory. May our loving God help us to hold
firmly and faithfully to His Word.
– Martin Luther

