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849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness With a liberating light;
Praise the One who frees the pris’ners, Turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the Gospel, Healing ev’ry dread disease,
Calming storms, and feeding thousands With the very Bread of peace.
2 Praise the One who blessed the children With a strong, yet gentle, word;
Praise the One who drove out demons With the piercing, two-edged
sword. Praise the One who brings cool water To the desert’s burning
sand; From this Well comes living water, Quenching thirst in ev’ry land.
3 Let us praise the Word Incarnate, Christ, who suffered in our place.
Jesus died and rose victorious That we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness, Seeing what our God has done;
Let us praise the true Redeemer, Praise the One who makes us one.
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001788
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P O almighty God, merciful Father, C I, a poor, miserable sinner,
confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have
ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a
poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Introit
Oh, clap your hands, all ye people!:
Shout unto God with the voice of triumph.
He shall subdue the people under us:
and the nations under our feet.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.
Oh, clap your hands, all ye people!:
Shout unto God with the voice of triumph.
Kyrie
C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
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Gloria in Excelsis
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P Glory be to God on high: C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee,
we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. O Lord God, heav’nly
King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son,
Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that
takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that
sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O
Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the
Father. Amen.
Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.

C And with thy spirit.

P Let us pray: O God, whose never-failing providence ordereth all things
both in heaven and on earth : we humbly beseech Thee to put away from us
all hurtful things, and to give us those things which be profitable for us;
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee
and the Holy Ghost : ever one God, world without end. C Amen.
Old Testament Reading
Genesis 2:7–17
7
Then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.
8
And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put
the man whom he had formed. 9And out of the ground the LORD God made to
spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree
of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil. 10A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it
divided and became four rivers. 11The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the
one that flowed around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12And
the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 13The name
of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the whole
land of Cush. 14And the name of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east
of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 15The LORD God took the
man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16And the
LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of
the garden, 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Epistle
Romans 6:19–23
19
I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just
as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness
leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to
righteousness leading to sanctification. 20When you were slaves of sin, you
were free in regard to righteousness. 21But what fruit were you getting at that
time from the things of which you are now ashamed? The end of those things
is death. 22But now that you have been set free from sin and have become
slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.
23
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

Mark 8:1–9

In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing
to eat, [Jesus] called his disciples to him and said to them, 2“I have
compassion on the crowd, because they have been with me now three days
and have nothing to eat. 3And if I send them away hungry to their homes,
they will faint on the way. And some of them have come from far away.” 4And
his disciples answered him, “How can one feed these people with bread here
in this desolate place?” 5And he asked them, “How many loaves do you have?”
They said, “Seven.” 6And he directed the crowd to sit down on the ground.
And he took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, he broke them and
gave them to his disciples to set before the people; and they set them before
the crowd. 7And they had a few small fish. And having blessed them, he said
that these also should be set before them. 8And they ate and were satisfied.
And they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. 9And there
were about four thousand people. And he sent them away.
1

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at

the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no
end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world
to come. Amen.
819 Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good
1 Sing praise to God, the highest good, The author of creation,
The God of love who understood Our need for His salvation.
With healing balm our souls He fills
And ev’ry faithless murmur stills: To God all praise and glory!
2 What God’s almighty pow’r has made, In mercy He is keeping.
By morning glow or evening shade His eye is never sleeping.
Within the kingdom of His might
All things are just and good and right: To God all praise and glory!
3 We sought the Lord in our distress; O God, in mercy hear us.
Our Savior saw our helplessness And came with peace to cheer us.
For this we thank and praise the Lord,
Who is by one and all adored: To God all praise and glory!
4 He never shall forsake His flock, His chosen generation;
He is their refuge and their rock, Their peace and their salvation.
As with a mother’s tender hand,
He leads His own, His chosen band: To God all praise and glory!
5 All who confess Christ’s holy name, Give God the praise and glory.
Let all who know His pow’r proclaim Aloud the wondrous story.
Cast ev’ry idol from its throne,
For God is God, and He alone: To God all praise and glory!
Text: Public domain

Sermon
Offertory
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C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within
me. Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy
Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold
me with Thy free spirit. Amen.
[ Offering ]
Prayer of the Church

Preface
P The Lord be with you.
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C And with thy spirit.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them up unto the Lord.

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
C It is meet and right so to do.
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

Sanctus
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C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are
full of Thy glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer
LSB 196
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us T from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C Amen.
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Agnus Dei
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C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ,
Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant
us Thy peace. Amen.
Distribution

625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread
1 Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread, May I in grace possess You.
Let me with holy food be fed, In hunger I address You.
Prepare me well for You, O Lord,
And, humbly by my prayer implored, Give me Your grace and mercy.
2 To pastures green, Lord, safely guide, To restful waters lead me;
Your table well for me provide, Your wounded hand now feed me.
Though weary, sinful, sick, and weak,
Refuge in You alone I seek, To share Your cup of healing.
3 O bread of heav’n, my soul’s delight, For full and free remission
I come with prayer before Your sight In sorrow and contrition.
Your righteousness, Lord, cover me
That I receive You worthily, Assured of Your full pardon.
4 I do not merit favor, Lord, My weight of sin would break me;
In all my guilty heart’s discord, O Lord, do not forsake me.
In my distress this comforts me
That You receive me graciously, O Christ, my Lord of mercy!
Text: Public domain

561 The Tree of Life
1 The tree of life with ev’ry good In Eden’s holy orchard stood,
And of its fruit so pure and sweet God let the man and woman eat.
Yet in this garden also grew Another tree, of which they knew;
Its lovely limbs with fruit adorned Against whose eating God had warned.
2 The stillness of that sacred grove Was broken, as the serpent strove
With tempting voice Eve to beguile And Adam too by sin defile.
O day of sadness when the breath Of fear and darkness, doubt and death,
Its awful poison first displayed Within the world so newly made.
3 What mercy God showed to our race, A plan of rescue by His grace:
In sending One from woman’s seed, The One to fill our greatest need—
For on a tree uplifted high His only Son for sin would die, Would drink the
cup of scorn and dread To crush the ancient serpent’s head!

4 Now from that tree of Jesus’ shame Flows life eternal in His name;
For all who trust and will believe, Salvation’s living fruit receive.
And of this fruit so pure and sweet The Lord invites the world to eat,
To find within this cross of wood The tree of life with ev’ry good.
Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110001788

559 Oh, How Great Is Your Compassion
1 Oh, how great is Your compassion, Faithful Father, God of grace,
That with all our fallen race
In our depth of degradation You had mercy so that we
Might be saved eternally!
2 Your great love for this has striven That we may, from sin made free,
Live with You eternally.
Your dear Son Himself has given And extends His gracious call,
To His supper leads us all.
3 Firmly to our soul’s salvation Witnesses Your Spirit, Lord,
In Your Sacraments and Word.
There He sends true consolation, Giving us the gift of faith
That we fear not hell nor death.
4 Lord, Your mercy will not leave me; Ever will Your truth abide.
Then in You I will confide.
Since Your Word cannot deceive me, My salvation is to me
Safe and sure eternally.
5 I will praise Your great compassion, Faithful Father, God of grace,
That with all our fallen race
In our depth of degradation You had mercy so that we
Might be saved eternally.
Text: Public domain

633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing
1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing Praise to our victorious King,
Who has washed us in the tide Flowing from His piercèd side.
Alleluia!
2 Praise we Him, whose love divine Gives His sacred blood for wine,
Gives His body for the feast— Christ the victim, Christ the priest.
Alleluia!
3 Where the paschal blood is poured, Death’s dread angel sheathes the
sword;
Israel’s hosts triumphant go Through the wave that drowns the foe.
Alleluia!
4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, Paschal victim, paschal bread;
With sincerity and love Eat we manna from above.
Alleluia!
5 Mighty Victim from the sky, Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;
You have conquered in the fight, You have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!
6 Now no more can death appall, Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise, And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia!
7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!
D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days: Three in One, Your name we praise.
Alleluia!
Text: Public domain

Nunc Dimittis
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C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according
to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which
Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to

lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory
be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without
end. Amen.
Thanksgiving
LSB 200
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C and His mercy endureth forever.
P Let us pray: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of
Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen.
P The Lord be with you.

C And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus
P Bless we the Lord.
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C Thanks be to God.

Benediction
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P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon
you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon
you and T give you peace.
C Amen, amen, amen.

797 Praise the Almighty
1 Praise the Almighty, my soul, adore Him! Yes, I will laud Him until death;
With songs and anthems I come before Him As long as He allows me breath.
From Him my life and all things came;
Bless, O my soul, His holy name. Alleluia, alleluia!
2 Trust not in rulers; they are but mortal; Earthborn they are and soon decay.
Vain are their counsels at life’s last portal, When the dark grave engulfs its
prey. Since mortals can no help afford,
Place all your trust in Christ, our Lord. Alleluia, alleluia!
3 Blessèd, oh, blessèd are they forever Whose help is from the Lord Most
High, Whom from salvation can nothing sever, And who in hope to Christ
draw nigh. To all who trust in Him, our Lord
Will aid and counsel now afford. Alleluia, alleluia!
4 Penitent sinners, for mercy crying, Pardon and peace from Him obtain;
Ever the wants of the poor supplying, Their faithful God He will remain.
He helps His children in distress,
The widows and the fatherless. Alleluia, alleluia!
D 5 Praise, all you people, the name so holy Of Him who does such wondrous
things! All that has being, to praise Him solely, With happy heart its amen
sings. Children of God, with angel host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Alleluia, alleluia!
Text: Public domain
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TRINITY VII
Jesus Restores Paradise and Freely Feeds Us – In the Garden of Eden, our
first parents received food freely from the gracious hand of God, apart from
any burdensome work (Genesis 2:7–17). But after the fall, food would be
received only through toil and labor. The curse declared, “By the sweat of
your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground . . .” (Genesis 3:19).
In other words, “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). But into this
wilderness world came Jesus the Messiah to restore creation. Having
compassion on the weary multitudes, He renewed the bounty of Eden on the
third day, freely granting an abundance of bread to the 4,000 (Mark 8:1–9).
So also our Lord Jesus, having endured the burden of our sin, was raised on
the third day to bring us back to Paradise. He now miraculously turns the
bread of death into the Bread of Life in the Sacrament, giving you His very
body and blood for your forgiveness. For “the free gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).
After the Apostles were sent out to preach the Kingdom of God, the food of
Heavenly Grace is bestowed. But observe on whom it is bestowed—not on
the idle, but on those seeking Christ in the desert. For those who are not
haughty are themselves received by Christ, and the Word of God speaks with
them not about worldly things, but about the Kingdom of Heaven. And if any
bear the wounds of bodily suffering, He freely gives them His own healing. It
was fitting that those whom He had healed from the pain of wounds He freed
from hunger with spiritual nourishment. Thus, none receives the food of
Christ unless he was first healed, and those who are called to the feast are
first healed by the calling.
– Saint Ambrose

