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336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
1 Lo! He comes with clouds descending,
Once for ev’ry sinner slain;
Thousand thousand saints attending
Swell the triumph of His train:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Christ the Lord returns to reign.
2 Ev’ry eye shall now behold Him
Robed in glorious majesty;
Those who set at naught and sold Him,
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree,
Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing,
Shall their true Messiah see.
3 Those dear tokens of His passion
Still His dazzling body bears,
Cause of endless exultation
To His ransomed worshipers.
With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture
Gaze we on those glorious scars!
4 Yea, amen, let all adore Thee,
High on Thine eternal throne;
Savior, take the pow’r and glory,
Claim the kingdom as Thine own.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Thou shalt reign, and Thou alone!
Text: Public domain
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
P O almighty God, merciful Father, C I, a poor, miserable sinner,
confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have
ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a
poor, sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Introit
Save me, O God, by Thy name:
and judge me by Thy strength.
Hear my prayer, O God:
give ear to the words of my mouth.
He shall reward evil to mine enemies:
cut them off in Thy truth.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.
Save me, O God, by Thy name:
and judge me by Thy strength.
Hear my prayer, O God:
give ear to the words of my mouth.
Kyrie
C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
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Gloria in Excelsis
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P Glory be to God on high: C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee,
we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. O Lord God, heav’nly
King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son,
Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that
takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that
sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O
Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the
Father. Amen.
Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.

C And with thy spirit.

P Let us pray: Almighty God, we beseech Thee : show mercy unto Thy
humble servants, that we who put no trust in our own merits may not be
dealt with after the severity of Thy judgment but according to Thy mercy;
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee
and the Holy Ghost : ever one God, world without end. C Amen.
Old Testament Reading
Daniel 7:9–14
9
As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of days took his seat; his
clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his
throne was fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire. 10A stream of fire issued
and came out from before him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten
thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the court sat in judgment,
and the books were opened. 11I looked then because of the sound of the great
words that the horn was speaking. And as I looked, the beast was killed, and
its body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire. 12As for the rest of
the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for
a season and a time. 13I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds
of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of
Days and was presented before him. 14And to him was given dominion and
glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve

him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and
his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.
P This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Epistle
2 Peter 3:3–14
3
[Know] this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing,
following their own sinful desires. 4They will say, “Where is the promise of his
coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as
they were from the beginning of creation.” 5For they deliberately overlook this
fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of
water and through water by the word of God, 6and that by means of these the
world that then existed was deluged with water and perished. 7But by the
same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being
kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 8But do not
overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill his
promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that
any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10But the day of the
Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar,
and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and
the works that are done on it will be exposed. 11Since all these things are thus
to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and
godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because
of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly
bodies will melt as they burn! 13But according to his promise we are waiting
for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14Therefore,
beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him
without spot or blemish, and at peace.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
Alleluia
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

C Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel
Matthew 25:31–46
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels
with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32Before him will be
gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33And he will place the sheep on
his right, but the goats on the left. 34Then the King will say to those on his
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35For I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you
visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37Then the righteous will
answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you drink? 38And when did we see you a stranger and
welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39And when did we see you sick or in
prison and visit you?’ 40And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you,
as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 41“Then
he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave
me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43I was a stranger and
you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison
and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when
did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison,
and did not minister to you?’ 45Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say
to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’
46
And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into
eternal life.”
31

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no
end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world
to come. Amen.
508 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near
1 The day is surely drawing near When Jesus, God’s anointed,
In all His power shall appear As judge whom God appointed.
Then fright shall banish idle mirth,
And flames on flames shall ravage earth As Scripture long has warned us.
2 The final trumpet then shall sound And all the earth be shaken,
And all who rest beneath the ground Shall from their sleep awaken.
But all who live will in that hour,
By God’s almighty, boundless pow’r, Be changed at His commanding.

3 The books are opened then to all, A record truly telling
What each has done, both great and small, When he on earth was
dwelling, And ev’ry heart be clearly seen,
And all be known as they have been In thoughts and words and actions.
4 Then woe to those who scorned the Lord And sought but carnal pleasures,
Who here despised His precious Word And loved their earthly treasures!
With shame and trembling they will stand
And at the judge’s stern command To Satan be delivered.
5 My Savior paid the debt I owe And for my sin was smitten;
Within the Book of Life I know My name has now been written.
I will not doubt, for I am free,
And Satan cannot threaten me; There is no condemnation!
6 May Christ our intercessor be And through His blood and merit
Read from His book that we are free With all who life inherit.
Then we shall see Him face to face,
With all His saints in that blest place Which He has purchased for us.
7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, But hasten our salvation;
We often tremble on our way In fear and tribulation.
O hear and grant our fervent plea:
Come, mighty judge, and set us free From death and ev’ry evil.
Text: Public domain

Sermon

Offertory
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C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not
Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy
salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.
[ Offering ]
Prayer of the Church

Preface
P The Lord be with you.
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C And with thy spirit.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them up unto the Lord.

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
C It is meet and right so to do.
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:

Sanctus
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C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are
full of Thy glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Lord’s Prayer
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us T from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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C Amen.

Agnus Dei
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C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ,
Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant
us Thy peace. Amen.
Distribution
621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, For with blessing in His hand
Christ our God to earth descending Comes our homage to demand.
2 King of kings yet born of Mary, As of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture, In the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faithful His own self for heav’nly food.
3 Rank on rank the host of heaven Spreads its vanguard on the way
As the Light of Light, descending From the realms of endless day,
Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish As the darkness clears away.

4 At His feet the six-winged seraph, Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence As with ceaseless voice they cry:
“Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!”
Text: Public domain

851 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
1 Lord of glory, You have bought us With Your lifeblood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones That tremendous sacrifice;
And with that have freely given Blessings countless as the sand
To the_unthankful and the evil With Your own unsparing hand.
2 Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You Gladly, freely of Your own.
With the sunshine of Your goodness Melt our thankless hearts of stone
Till our cold and selfish natures, Warmed by You, at length believe
That more happy and more blessèd ’Tis to give than to receive.
3 Wondrous honor You have given To our humblest charity
In Your own mysterious sentence, “You have done it all to Me.”
Can it be, O gracious Master, That You deign for alms to sue,
Saying by Your poor and needy, “Give as I have giv’n to you”?
4 Lord of glory, You have bought us With Your lifeblood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones That tremendous sacrifice.
Give us faith to trust You boldly, Hope, to stay our souls on You;
But, oh, best of all Your graces, With Your love our love renew.
Text: Public domain

683 Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me
1 Jesus, Thy boundless love to me No thought can reach, no tongue declare;
Unite my thankful heart to Thee, And reign without a rival there!
Thine wholly, Thine alone I am; Be Thou alone my constant flame.
2 O grant that nothing in my soul May dwell, but Thy pure love alone;
Oh, may Thy love possess me whole, My joy, my treasure, and my crown!
All coldness from my heart remove; My ev’ry act, word, thought be love.
3 This love unwearied I pursue And dauntlessly to Thee aspire.
Oh, may Thy love my hope renew, Burn in my soul like heav’nly fire!
And day and night, be all my care To guard this sacred treasure there.

4 In suff’ring be Thy love my peace, In weakness be Thy love my pow’r;
And when the storms of life shall cease, O Jesus, in that final hour,
Be Thou my rod and staff and guide, And draw me safely to Thy side!
Text: Public domain

676 Behold a Host, Arrayed in White
1 Behold a host, arrayed in white,
Like thousand snow-clad mountains bright!
With palms they stand; Who is this band
Before the throne of light?
These are the saints of glorious fame, Who from the great affliction came
And in the flood Of Jesus’ blood Are cleansed from guilt and shame.
They now serve God both day and night;
They sing their songs in endless light.
Their anthems ring As they all sing With angels shining bright.
2 Despised and scorned, they sojourned here;
But now, how glorious they appear!
Those martyrs stand, A priestly band,
God’s throne forever near. On earth they wept through bitter years;
Now God has wiped away their tears,
Transformed their strife To heav’nly life,
And freed them from their fears.
They now enjoy the Sabbath rest,
The heav’nly banquet of the blest;
The Lamb, their Lord, At festive board Himself is host and guest.
3 O blessèd saints in bright array
Now safely home in endless day,
Extol the Lord, Who with His Word
Sustained you on the way. The steep and narrow path you trod;
You toiled and sowed the Word abroad;
Rejoice and bring Your fruits and sing
Before the throne of God.
The myriad angels raise their song;
O saints, sing with that happy throng!
Lift up one voice; Let heav’n rejoice In our Redeemer’s song!
Text: Public domain

Nunc Dimittis
LSB 199
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according
to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which
Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to
lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory
be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without
end. Amen.
Thanksgiving
LSB 200
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C and His mercy endureth forever.
P Let us pray: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of
Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen.
P The Lord be with you.

C And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus
P Bless we the Lord.
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C Thanks be to God.

Benediction
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P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon
you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon
you and T give you peace.
C Amen, amen, amen.

677 For All the Saints
1 For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. Alleluia! Alleluia!
2 Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
Thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light. Alleluia! Alleluia!
3 Oh, may Thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold,
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old
And win with them the victor’s crown of gold! Alleluia! Alleluia!
4 Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine. Alleluia! Alleluia!
5 And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long,
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. Alleluia! Alleluia!
6 The golden evening brightens in the west;
Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest;
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. Alleluia! Alleluia!
7 But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day:
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The King of Glory passes on His way. Alleluia! Alleluia!
D 8 From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Text: Public domain
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TRINITY 26
Inherit the Kingdom Prepared For You – “Behold, One like the
Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven!” (Daniel 7:9–14). The Lord
Jesus will return in glory on the Last Day with all His holy angels. “Before
him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place
the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left” (Matthew 25:31–46). Those
on His left will be cast into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his
angels. For they rejected Christ by failing to receive and support His
brethren, that is, the preachers of the Gospel. But those on His right will
inherit the kingdom prepared for them from the foundation of the world. For
they received and supported His brethren and believed what they preached.
We believe in the promise of Christ’s coming, even if it is delayed because of
His long-suffering mercy. Conducting ourselves in godliness, knowing that
this fallen creation will soon pass away, we look forward to “new heavens and
a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:3–14).
In today’s Gospel, Our Lord says that He will separate the goats from the
sheep. This will take place publicly in the presence of all angels, men and
creatures, and before the whole world, so that it may be seen who have been
pious, honest Christians, as well as who have been false hypocrites. This
separation will not take place in the world or the church on earth, until the
Last Day. Until then, the good and the bad must remain together in this
world. While they have their sufferings here upon earth, Christians will have
also their comfort on the coming day of judgment, when Christ will separate
them from the other flock, so that after that day no false, ungodly men, nor
death, nor devil can ever touch them or offend them.
– Martin Luther

