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655 Lord Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word;
Curb those who by deceit or sword
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son
And bring to naught all He has done.
2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known,
For You are Lord of lords alone;
Defend Your holy Church that we
May sing Your praise eternally.
3 O Comforter of priceless worth,
Send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife
And lead us out of death to life.
Text: Public domain
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P O almighty God, merciful Father, C I, a poor, miserable sinner,
confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have
ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a
poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Introit
Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am in trouble:
deliver me from the hand of mine enemies
and from them that persecute me.
Let me not be ashamed, O Lord:
for I have called upon Thee.
In Thee, O Lord, do I put my trust:
let me never be ashamed.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.
Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am in trouble:
deliver me from the hand of mine enemies
and from them that persecute me.
Let me not be ashamed, O Lord:
for I have called upon Thee.
Kyrie
C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
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Gloria in Excelsis
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P Glory be to God on high: C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee,
we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. O Lord God, heav’nly
King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son,
Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that
takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that
sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O
Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the
Father. Amen.
Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.

C And with thy spirit.

P Let us pray: Almighty God, we beseech Thee : show mercy unto Thy
humble servants, that we who put no trust in our own merits may not be
dealt with after the severity of Thy judgment but according to Thy mercy;
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee
and the Holy Ghost : ever one God, world without end. C Amen.
Old Testament Reading
Exodus 32:1–20
1
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain,
the people gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make
us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up
out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 2So Aaron
said to them, “Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of your wives,
your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3So all the people took
off the rings of gold that were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4And
he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and
made a golden calf. And they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5When Aaron saw this, he built an
altar before it. And Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a
feast to the LORD.” 6And they rose up early the next day and offered burnt
offerings and brought peace offerings. And the people sat down to eat and
drink and rose up to play. 7And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, for your
people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted
themselves. 8They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I
commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden calf and have
worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 9And the LORD said to Moses, “I
have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. 10Now therefore
let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume
them, in order that I may make a great nation of you.” 11But Moses implored
the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against
your people, whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great

power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil
intent did he bring them out, to kill them in the mountains and to consume
them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your burning anger and relent
from this disaster against your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and
Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own self, and said to them,
‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I
have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.’”
14
And the LORD relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on
his people. 15Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the
two tablets of the testimony in his hand, tablets that were written on both
sides; on the front and on the back they were written. 16The tablets were the
work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets.
17
When Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to
Moses, “There is a noise of war in the camp.” 18But he said, “It is not the
sound of shouting for victory, or the sound of the cry of defeat, but the sound
of singing that I hear.” 19And as soon as he came near the camp and saw the
calf and the dancing, Moses’ anger burned hot, and he threw the tablets out
of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20He took the calf
that they had made and burned it with fire and ground it to powder and
scattered it on the water and made the people of Israel drink it.
P This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Epistle
1 Thessalonians 4:13–18
13
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring
with him those who have fallen asleep. 15For this we declare to you by a word
from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the
Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself
will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ
will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will
always be with the Lord. 18Therefore encourage one another with these
words.
P This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

LSB 190

Holy Gospel
Matthew 24:15–28
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] “When you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the
prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), 16then
let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17Let the one who is on the
housetop not go down to take what is in his house, 18and let the one who is in
the field not turn back to take his cloak. 19And alas for women who are
pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! 20Pray that
your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. 21For then there will be
great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until
now, no, and never will be. 22And if those days had not been cut short, no
human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be
cut short. 23Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he
is!’ do not believe it. 24For false christs and false prophets will arise and
perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the
elect. 25See, I have told you beforehand. 26So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in
the wilderness,’ do not go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do
not believe it. 27For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as
the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28Wherever the corpse is,
there the vultures will gather.”
15

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made

man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no
end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world
to come. Amen.
658 Preserve Your Word, O Savior
1 Preserve Your Word, O Savior, To us this latter day,
And let Your kingdom flourish; Enlarge Your Church, we pray.
O keep our faith from failing; Keep hope’s bright star aglow.
Let nothing from truth turn us While living here below.
2 Preserve, O Lord, Your honor, The bold blasphemer smite;
Convince, convert, enlighten The souls in error’s night.
Reveal Your will, dear Savior, To all who dwell below,
Great light of all the living, That all Your name may know.
3 Preserve, O Lord, Your Zion, Bought dearly with Your blood;
Protect what You have chosen Against the hellish flood.
Be always our defender When dangers gather round;
When all the earth is crumbling, Safe may Your Church be found.
4 Preserve Your Word and preaching, The truth that makes us whole,
The mirror of Your glory, The pow’r that saves the soul.
Oh, may this living water, This dew of heav’nly grace,
Sustain us while here living Until we see Your face.

5 Preserve in wave and tempest Your storm-tossed little flock;
Assailed by wind and weather, May it endure each shock.
Stand at the helm, our pilot, And set the course aright;
Then we will reach the harbor In Your eternal light.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001788

Sermon

Offertory
LSB 192
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not
Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy
salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.
[ Offering ]
Prayer of the Church
Preface
P The Lord be with you.
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C And with thy spirit.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them up unto the Lord.

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
C It is meet and right so to do.
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on
human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the
cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will
and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
LSB 195
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are
full of Thy glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Lord’s Prayer
LSB 196
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us T from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C Amen.
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Agnus Dei
LSB 198
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ,
Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant
us Thy peace. Amen.

Distribution
336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
1 Lo! He comes with clouds descending,
Once for ev’ry sinner slain;
Thousand thousand saints attending
Swell the triumph of His train:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Christ the Lord returns to reign.
2 Ev’ry eye shall now behold Him
Robed in glorious majesty;
Those who set at naught and sold Him,
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree,
Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing,
Shall their true Messiah see.
3 Those dear tokens of His passion
Still His dazzling body bears,
Cause of endless exultation
To His ransomed worshipers.
With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture
Gaze we on those glorious scars!
4 Yea, amen, let all adore Thee,
High on Thine eternal throne;
Savior, take the pow’r and glory,
Claim the kingdom as Thine own.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Thou shalt reign, and Thou alone!
Text: Public domain

461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives
1 I know that my Redeemer lives;
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead;
He lives, my ever-living head.
2 He lives triumphant from the grave;
He lives eternally to save;
He lives all-glorious in the sky;
He lives exalted there on high.
3 He lives to bless me with His love;
He lives to plead for me above;
He lives my hungry soul to feed;
He lives to help in time of need.
4 He lives to grant me rich supply;
He lives to guide me with His eye;
He lives to comfort me when faint;
He lives to hear my soul’s complaint.
5 He lives to silence all my fears;
He lives to wipe away my tears;
He lives to calm my troubled heart;
He lives all blessings to impart.
6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend;
He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing;
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.
7 He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.

8 He lives, all glory to His name!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!
Text: Public domain

585 Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide
1 Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide,
For round us falls the eventide.
O let Your Word, that saving light,
Shine forth undimmed into the night.
2 In these last days of great distress
Grant us, dear Lord, true steadfastness
That we keep pure till life is spent
Your holy Word and Sacrament.
3 To hope grown dim, to hearts turned cold
Speak tongues of fire and make us bold
To shine Your Word of saving grace
Into each dark and loveless place.
4 May glorious truths that we have heard,
The bright sword of Your mighty Word,
Spurn Satan that Your Church be strong,
Bold, unified in act and song.
5 Restrain, O Lord, the human pride
That seeks to thrust Your truth aside
Or with some man-made thoughts or things
Would dim the words Your Spirit sings.
6 Stay with us, Lord, and keep us true;
Preserve our faith our whole life through—
Your Word alone our heart’s defense,
The Church’s glorious confidence.
Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001788

508 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near
1 The day is surely drawing near
When Jesus, God’s anointed,
In all His power shall appear
As judge whom God appointed.
Then fright shall banish idle mirth,
And flames on flames shall ravage earth
As Scripture long has warned us.
2 The final trumpet then shall sound
And all the earth be shaken,
And all who rest beneath the ground
Shall from their sleep awaken.
But all who live will in that hour,
By God’s almighty, boundless pow’r,
Be changed at His commanding.
3 The books are opened then to all,
A record truly telling
What each has done, both great and small,
When he on earth was dwelling,
And ev’ry heart be clearly seen,
And all be known as they have been
In thoughts and words and actions.
4 Then woe to those who scorned the Lord
And sought but carnal pleasures,
Who here despised His precious Word
And loved their earthly treasures!
With shame and trembling they will stand
And at the judge’s stern command
To Satan be delivered.

5 My Savior paid the debt I owe
And for my sin was smitten;
Within the Book of Life I know
My name has now been written.
I will not doubt, for I am free,
And Satan cannot threaten me;
There is no condemnation!
6 May Christ our intercessor be
And through His blood and merit
Read from His book that we are free
With all who life inherit.
Then we shall see Him face to face,
With all His saints in that blest place
Which He has purchased for us.
7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay,
But hasten our salvation;
We often tremble on our way
In fear and tribulation.
O hear and grant our fervent plea:
Come, mighty judge, and set us free
From death and ev’ry evil.
Text: Public domain

Nunc Dimittis
LSB 199
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according
to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which
Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to
lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory
be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without
end. Amen.
Thanksgiving
LSB 200
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C and His mercy endureth forever.

P Let us pray: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of
Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen.
P The Lord be with you.

C And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus
P Bless we the Lord.
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C Thanks be to God.

Benediction
LSB 202
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon
you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon
you and T give you peace.
C Amen, amen, amen.

659 Lord of Our Life
1 Lord of our life and God of our salvation,
Star of our night and hope of ev’ry nation:
Hear and receive Your Church’s supplication,
Lord God Almighty.
2 See round Your ark the hungry billows curling;
See how Your foes their banners are unfurling
And with great spite their fiery darts are hurling,
O Lord, preserve us.
3 Lord, be our light when worldly darkness veils us;
Lord, be our shield when earthly armor fails us;
And in the day when hell itself assails us,
Grant us Your peace, Lord:
4 Peace in our hearts, where sinful thoughts are raging,
Peace in Your Church, our troubled souls assuaging,
Peace when the world its endless war is waging,
Peace in your heaven.
Text: Public domain
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TRINITY 25
Faith Comes By Hearing the Word of Christ – “The kingdom of God is not
coming with signs to be observed” (Luke 17:20). You must use your ears and
not your eyes. For God’s kingdom in this world is one of faith, and faith comes
by hearing the Word of Christ. The people of Israel, however, wanted to walk
not by faith but by sight. When Moses delayed in coming down the mountain,
they decided to make a visible god for themselves, the golden calf (Ex. 32:1).
Upon such faithless and false worshipers God’s judgment comes. Only on the
Last Day will our faith be turned to sight. “For as the lightning comes from
the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of
Man” (Matt. 24:27). The Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,
and He will gather His people to Himself, both the living and the dead. In a
world in which our days are few and full of trouble (Job 14:1), let us comfort
one another with these words of the resurrection and the coming of our Lord
Jesus.

There is no other way, no other name whereby to be saved, than Christ’s
alone, through whose death and shedding of blood we are delivered from sin.
Do you think that God should let the whole world sink because they did not
understand the way to salvation? Friend, if you refuse to heed the words
which Christ here speaks, that is what will happen to you. He says, “There
shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and
wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible they shall deceive the very elect.”
Also: “Except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved.”
Therefore, don’t be swayed by their numbers, nor by the wise and learned of
the world, but heed Christ’s words: The days will come, if the time is not
shortened, when no man will be saved.
– Martin Luther

